Legal Issues Assignment



Name: ____________________________________

Dr. Cummiskey

PE 406 – Adapted PE

Legislation plays an important role in adapted PE and special education in general.  For this assignment, research two legal cases and submit a write-up with separate numbered paragraphs addressing each of the following:

1. Summary of the case

2. Outcome of the case

3. Ramifications for APE or education in general

Your write-up for EACH case must be 250-300 words.  Use only the following websites to research the legal cases.  To prevent duplication of the same cases, after you select a legal case, log into Vista and in the assignments organizer, click the discussion titled “Court Case Selection.”  In the message box, type the case number for Connecticut cases (07-001 for example) or the title of the case (Brown v. Topeka Board of Ed) for national cases.  If your write-up duplicates another case, only the case study entered first in the discussion will be given credit.  

· http://www.wrightslaw.com/caselaw.htm
· http://www.sde.ct.gov/sde/cwp/view.asp?a=2626&q=320712
· The case must be at least 5 pages (for example #’s 20, 86, 91)

You may be asked to briefly present one of the legal cases in class for approximately 2-4 minutes.  Clearly and concisely summarize your write-up and answer any questions at the conclusion.  Do not simply read your write-up; engage your colleagues with eye contact while demonstrating interest.  Individuals presenting will be identified at the start and class and provided a few minutes to outline their thoughts on paper.  If you are not presenting, you must ask at least one question of a presenter and write down at least five themes or practical ramifications of the cases in schools today. 

The last portion of class, we will discuss themes and general observations from the legal cases.  Those conclusions may be used as test material.  

Below are some of the major decisions which you are also welcome to utilize on wrightslaw.com 

U.S. Supreme Court

· PARC v. Commonwealth of Pennsylvania (1972)

· Stuart v. Nappi (1978)

· Hendrick Hudson School v. Rowley (1982)

· Abrahamson v. Hershman (1983)

· Dept of Ed. v. Katherine D (1984)

· Irving Indep. School District v. Tatro (1984)

· Burlington School Committee v. DOE (1985)

· Honig v. Doe (1988)

· Danny R. R. v. State Board of Ed. (1989)

· Florence County School District v. Carter (1993)

· Board of Education in Sacramento, CA v. Holland (1994)

· Cedar Rapids v. Garret F.,  (1999)

· Schaffer v. Weast, No. 04-698 (2005)

U.S. Court of Appeals Decisions (CT is in the 2nd)

· Amanda C. v. Clark County School District & Nevada Dept. of Ed (2001)

· Cleveland Heights-University Heights v. Sommer Boss (1998)

· Zachary Deal v. Hamilton County TN Board of Ed (2004)

· Jaynes v. Newport News Public Schools (2001)

· Pamella Settlegoode v. Portland Public Schools (2004)

