Practicum Assignment Overview

Adapted Physical Education

Dr. Cummiskey

Observation

1. Complete a minimum of 15 contact hours at an approved site.  If you are unsure, contact your instructor.  You must utilize TWO of settings identified on page 2.  Public or private schools are considered one option.  

a. Two sites:

i. A minimum of six hours at each site.

b. Three sites:

i. A minimum of three hours at each site

2. At each location, take two pictures, one of which must include you.  Do not take pictures of students.  

Presentation

1. Required:

a. Present your practicum experience to your classmates in 5-7 minutes. PowerPoint is required and must include 4 pictures.  Title each slide with the question you are answering; you may multiple slides per question although be conscious of the time limit.  The tendency among past presenters has been to include too much.  
i. What was the experience like? - describe the practicum and include specific details such as the location, the student(s) you worked with, and what disabilities were present.

ii. What strategies did you find effective?

iii. What advice would you give your colleagues? – target your advice on how to work with individuals with disabilities and/or professionals in the field?

iv. One additional question from below

2. Additional items

a. What did you find most challenging about the experience?

b. What changes, if any, would you make in the future regarding the program or your instruction?

c. What were some of the activities the special needs children completed?

d. What were some goals for individual students?  Were they related to IEP goals?

e. What was the philosophy (teaching, coaching, etc) of the professionals you worked with? 

3. Hand in the practicum verification form the day you present.  Verification forms with missing information will be returned and considered late.  Teachers will be contacted to verify your attendance.  Providing false information will result in a 25-point final grade deduction and a referral to judicial affairs.  

Rubric for APE Practicum Assignment

	Criteria
	Insufficient
	Developing
	Target

	Completed Hours (10 points)

	Hours
	· Completes less than 13 hours or there is a pattern of missing information on verification form
	· 13-14 hours or information is missing on the verification form
	· Completes all required hours and submits completed verification form 

	Sites
	· Deviations from site and hour requirements
	
	· Minimum of two sites for required number of hours at each

	Presentation (5 points)

	Content

 (1)
	· Information is missing or does not effectively answer the question

· Inaccurate
	· Some disconnect between the question and the response

· More relevant topics could have been chosen

· Some misinformation
	· Information provided for each effectively answers the question

· Meaningful for audience

· Accurate and informative

	Professional conduct

(.5)
	· Major deviations or multiple minor deviations
	· Minor deviations
	· Adherence to CCSU professional dispositions (learning, teaching, professional conduct, interpersonal relationships, communication, and self-reflection)

· Do not need to “dress up”

	PowerPoint

(.5)
	· Major deviations from rubric level 4
	· Minor deviations for rubric level 4
	· Visually pleasing, 2 clip arts, generally appropriate amount of text per slide, smooth transitions

	Eye Contact

(.5)
	· Frequently reads whole passages from PowerPoint.  

· Little eye contact
	· Some over-reliance on  PowerPoint but students maintain eye contact most of the time
	· Use of PowerPoint as a guide.

· Maintains eye contact with audience

	Organization (.5)
	· Confused by own presentation

· Does seem to know what to say or what comes next at times

· Items not numbered
	· Slight confusion or un natural pauses but generally on-task and smooth


	· Flows in a logical and smooth sequence

· Transitions effectively between topics

· Items are numbered

	Mechanics (1)
	· Presentation has three misspellings and/or grammatical errors.
	· Presentation has no more than two misspellings and/or grammatical errors.
	· Presentation has no misspellings or grammatical errors.

	Elocution (1)
	· Students’ voice is low. 

· Students incorrectly pronounce terms. 

· Audience members have difficulty hearing presentation.
	· Students’ voice is clear. 

· Students pronounce most words correctly. 

· Most audience members can hear presentation.
	· Students use a clear voice and correct, precise pronunciation of terms so that all audience members can hear presentation, professional language.

	Deductions
	· Pictures must be properly included

· Time: 5-6 minutes,  not over or under 


Practicum Experience Options

1. Unified Sports – assistant coach, field days, partner

a. http://www.casciac.org/ciacunifiedsports.shtml
2. Hospital for Special Care – physical disabilities

a. http://www.hfsc.org/Programs/Sports.asp (sport programs)

b. http://www.hfsc.org/Programs/YouthCamp.asp (youth camp)

3. Klingberg Family Center – generally behavioral disorders

a. www.klingberg.org
4. Special Olympics

a. www.soct.org
5. HSC Cruiser – wheelchair athletics

a. www.tswaa.com/connecticut_cruisers1.htm
6. TOPS soccer

a. www.usyouthsoccer.org/programs/20/main.html
b. Select “find State Association by clicking here”

7. BEST Buddies

a. http://www.bestbuddiesct.org/site/c.llIZIgN3JyE/b.1378113/k.D463/Colleges.htm
b. http://www.bestbuddies.org/site/c.ljJ0J8MNIsE/b.999715/k.3BCB/Connecticut.htm 

8. Muscular Dystrophy Association

a. http://www.mdausa.org/help/natevents.html#volunteer 

9. Observe in PE classes

a. Must be an inclusion or pull-out setting

b. Includes enrichment before or after school.  

c. Contact a teacher with whom you already know or have a professional relationship

10. Observe in the special education room

a. Classes will be composed entirely of special education students

b. Note: you will not be given credit for observing in non-PE or special education settings

11. Create your own

a. See me if you have an idea for a practicum experience not listed above

Student Name: _______________________________________

Practicum Experience – Verification Form

Adapted Physical Education (PE 406)

Thank you for permitting the above CCSU student to observe or volunteer your teaching.  The experience is invaluable for helping CCSU students obtain real-world, practical knowledge which they can use in the field.  I hope the experience is beneficial for you both.  

As verification of the experience, please complete a section of the following form including a description of their involvement.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Thanks Again,

Matthew Cummiskey, Ph.D.

(860)832-2123, cummmiskeymad@ccus.edu
Information (to be completed by teacher/supervising staff member):

	____________________________________

Name

____________________________________

Phone (work)

____________________________________

Email (work preferred)

____________________________________

Total Hours

Please describe in one or two sentences what 

the CCSU student did as a volunteer.


	____________________________________

Name

____________________________________

Phone (work)

____________________________________

Email (work preferred)

____________________________________

Total Hours

Please describe in one or two sentences what 

the CCSU student did as a volunteer.



	____________________________________

Name

____________________________________

Phone (work)

____________________________________

Email (work preferred)

____________________________________

Total Hours

Please describe in one or two sentences what 

the CCSU student did as a volunteer.


	____________________________________

Name

____________________________________

Phone (work)

____________________________________

Email (work preferred)

____________________________________

Total Hours

Please describe in one or two sentences what 

the CCSU student did as a volunteer.




