EFFORTS TO BOOST MATH AND READING 
SCORES LEAVE OTHER SUBJECTS BEHIND
From Center on Education Policy

The No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) has had a major impact on many aras of public education, according to the Center on Education Policy.  More than seven in ten school distrcts (71%) across the country have reduced instructional time devoted to at least one subject in order to make more time for math and English, the two subjects in which students are tested for NCLB purposes.  Socail studies takes the biggest hit, with reduced time in 33% of school distrcts.  

School distrcts most likely to reduce instruction time in other subjects to make more time for eading and math are urban (76%) rather than suburban (72%) or rural (70%).  Very large distrcts (90%) are more likey than large (79%) medium (78%) or small (70%) districts to do so.

School distrcts most likely to mandate that elementary school teachers devote a certain amount of time to reading instruction – most often resulting in decreased instruction in other subjects-are disproportionately those where a  majority of students are lving in low-income famil9ies and therefore eligible for free or reduced-price lunch.

Subjects in Which Public School Districts Have Reduced Instructional Time to Make More Time for English/Language Arts and/or Math (2005-06)
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