Date: Tue, 15 Mar 2005 11:24:07 -0500

From: "Matt Trout" <matt_trout@cvsd.k12.pa.us> 

Subject: Pottsville HS Eliminating PE 

To: "Matt Trout" <matt_trout@cvsd.k12.pa.us>

Please see the link below. Pottsville HS in Schuylkill County is eliminating mandatory PE. It is my personal belief that PE programs will continue to be eliminated across the state in the near future. Everyone on this mailing list must do everything within their power to make sure this does not happen at your school. I don't mean to preach, but this type of thing is going to happen with more frequency than we'd like to admit; only we can stop it. 

What can you do?

· Develop a standards-based curriculum that DIRECTLY teaches the essential content from the state standards - and does not just reference the standards superficially 

· Develop a formal assessment system that measures student proficiency in the standards 

· Develop instructional strategies that includes the support of PSSA math, reading, and writing in your program; adopt some of the math, reading and writing assessment anchors (published on the PDE web site) for inclusion in your program - then tell the administration about it.
· Standardize your grading and assessment practices within your department. 

· Promote your program whenever possible through school board presentations, parents' night, contacting the local media, etc. 

· Understand that PE is not a top priority in schools - we don't like it but its true - and develop strategies to increase the visibility of your program. Increased visibility leads to credibility and respect for what we do. 

· Write a grant - get the grant - brag about it to your administration 

· Join PSAHPERD 

· Attend a conference or workshop 

· Attend the PA Governor's Institute for Health, Safety and Physical Education
Schools Superintendent James T. Gallagher, Pottsville District
