Service Learning Observation Assignment

Foundations, KIN 103

Dr. Cummiskey

Introduction: You will be completing three service learning observations, two in physical education and one in health education.  The duration of each observation is one class period.  The purpose of this assignment is to 1) expose you to authentic classrooms and teachers, 2) contrast course content with observed practice, and 3) provide experiences to judge your commitment to this major and the field.
Arranging the Observation – Call or email teachers with whom you have a prior relationship, ask your colleagues for recommendations, or consult local school districts.  As always be courteous and professional, represent WCU well and dress appropriately.  Also bear in mind that you are making connections, not only with teachers but also the office staff and administrators.

At the observation – Sign in at the main office, get a visitors badge, and immediately report to the appropriate classroom.  Take hand written notes during the observation in the space provided below the questions.  Be very courteous and thank the teacher because he or she is giving of their time and energy.  During class, you may assist the teacher but only with the teacher’s permission.  If you are not involved, be discrete to minimize distractions to the students.  

a. Verification form – Ask the teacher to compete the verification form prior to your departure.  Forms with missing information will not be accepted.  Teachers will be contacted to verify your attendance.  Providing false information will result in a zero for the entire assignment and a referral to judicial affairs among others.  Other forms of verification such as email will not be accepted.  
b. Picture – Take a digital picture of you and the teacher at the school.  

Turn in the following:

1) Typed responses to the observation questions.  Length should NOT exceed one page single spaced.  Don’t wait lest you forget!  Do not restate the question, number your response only.  Consult the grading rubric prior to completing the assignment.  
2) Completed verification form

3) Printed picture

Due Dates – Bear in mind these are due dates but you may complete the observation at ANY time.  Materials will not be accepted prior to the due date.  
1) 1st Observation – October 14 (Wed)
2) 2nd Observation – October 28

3) 3rd Observation – November 18

KIN 103 Service Learning Observation – Elementary PE
Completed by Teacher Candidate:

Name: _____________________________________________ Date/Time: _________________

School Attended: ____________________________________ District: _____________________

Grade Observed: _______ Class Size: _______ Length of Class: _______ 

1. As far as you could tell by watching, what were the learning objectives for this lesson?

a. Cognitive (knowledge)

b. Affective (social development)

c. Psychomotor (physical)

2. What activities were used to accomplish the objectives?
3. Describe how the teacher handled management tasks such as taking attendance, organizing students, and handing out equipment.  

4. What were your impressions of the students?  It’s been a while since you were in elementary school!
5. What tools did the teacher use to motivate students?  

6. What inclusive methods did you observe (variations in equipment, level of difficulty, teaching style, time, groupings, etc)?
7. How might you improve the lesson?  

8. Provide two additional observations or insights gained while observing the lesson.  
Space for Notes: 

KIN 103 Service Learning Observation – Middle or High School PE
Completed by Teacher Candidate:

Name: _____________________________________________ Date/Time: _________________

School Attended: ____________________________________ District: _____________________

Grade Observed: _______ Class Size: _______ Length of Class: _______ 

1. How did the teacher begin and close class?

2. What types of interactions did the teacher have with the students?  How frequent were they?
3. What strategies were employed to motivate students?

4. What was the overall climate of the class?  (i.e., respect for students, teacher and equipment, cooperation, challenge, enjoyment)
5. What was the appearance of the gymnasium?  

6. In your estimation, what was the activity time percentage for the class?

7. What did you like about the lesson?

8. Provide two additional observations or insights gained while observing the lesson.  

Space for Notes: 

KIN 103 Service Learning Observation – Health Education
Completed by Teacher Candidate:

Name: _____________________________________________ Date/Time: _________________

School Attended: ____________________________________ District: _____________________

Grade Observed: _______ Class Size: _______ Length of Class: _______ 

1. As far as you could tell by watching, what were the learning objectives for this lesson?

2. What activities were used to accomplish the objectives?

3. What strategies did the teacher use to keep student interest throughout the lesson?

4. What routines were established that helped organize students?  
5. What strategies were helped the teacher manage student behaviors?
6. What was the physical appearance of the classroom?
7. How might you improve the lesson?

8. Provide two additional observations or insights gained while observing the lesson.  

Space for Notes: 

Rubric for Service Learning Observations


Name __________________________________
KIN 103 – Foundations

Dr. Cummiskey

	Criteria
	Advanced (100%)
	Proficient (80%)
	Developing (60%)
	Insufficient (40%)

	Hours (5)


	Completes required service learning observation including handing in observation write-up, verification form, and picture.  

	Write Up

	Content

 (2)
	· Thoughtful response that goes beyond answering question

· Incorporates detailed observations from class observed
	· Information provided effectively answers each question

· Examples incorporated from class
	· Some disconnect between the question and the response

· More relevant information could have been chosen

	· Information is missing or does not effectively answer the question

· Inaccurate

· Confusing



	Linkage 

(1)
	· Specifically links information taught in lecture and applies it to observables with an analysis of why

	· Incorporates general information from lecture to observables, some analysis as to appropriateness of teacher actions
	· Makes evaluative judgments or provides specific details but does not put the two together

· Mostly a description of what was observed 
	· Incorrectly applies information from lecture
· Wrongly affirms or criticizes teacher action 

	Written Expression (2)
	· No grammatical or spelling errors
· Advanced sentence structure

· Expressive articulation of ideas
· Informative and concise
· Flows smoothly
	· No grammatical or spelling errors

· Clearly conveys thoughts

· Effective transitions and sentence structure


	· Occasional grammar or spelling error

· Transitions and expression of ideas could be more clear
	· Grammar errors are more frequent or interrupt expression of ideas
· Transitions are abrupt or unclear

· Language is verbose or confusing


Comments:
Service Learning Observation Assignment – Verification Form 

Foundations, KIN 103

Dr. Cummiskey

Student Name: _______________________________________

Thank you for permitting the above WCU student to observe your teaching.  The experience is invaluable for helping teacher candidates obtain real-world, practical knowledge which they can use in the field.  Feel free to have the WCU student assist in any way you deem appropriate.  I hope the experience is beneficial for you both.  

As verification of the experience, I ask that you complete the following form including contact information and allow the teacher candidate to take a picture.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Thanks Again,

Matthew Cummiskey, Ph.D.

(610)430-4199, mcummiskey@wcupa.edu 

Information (completed by teacher):

____________________________________

Teacher Name

____________________________________

Date

____________________________________

Phone (work)

____________________________________

Email (work)

____________________________________

Signature
Teacher comments (optional): 
