Chronicles in Student Teaching 
Psycho-Social Aspects of PE

Dr. Cummiskey

Directions: On a separate sheet of paper, explain how you would handle the situations below.  Number each scenario and type your response, minimum of three sentences each.  You may explain your rationale if you wish.  Some scenarios require significant changes while others do not.  

1. 3rd Grade – The student has a behavioral contract where he carries around a pocket protector with five colored popsicle sticks.  The student gets rewards at the end of the day depending on how many popsicle sticks are left.  The student, along with three other students, is asked to demonstrate an activity involving bean-bags.  While the student teacher is providing directions, the student repeatedly moves the bean-bag back and forth between each hand.  The student is verbally asked to stop and does so briefly.  The student teacher removes the bean-bag from the student’s hand and the demonstration continues.  
2. 2nd Grade - Following the warm-up, the students gather in the center circle of the basketball court for directions to the next activity.  The directions require a moderate amount of time to complete.  Two students seated in the center of circle begin chatting.  The student teacher ignores them and they continue to talk.  

3. 7th Grade - During warm-ups, the students are scattered in a grid formation.  Towards the back, two students begin mildly laughing and playing around while half-heartedly doing their stretches.  Without giving a verbal warning, the student teacher moves one student to another location.
4. 5th Grade - The class is learning football patterns.  Eight different patterns are painted on the field using a field-paint spray can.  Two students are asked to demonstrate a pattern for the class.  After the ball is hiked to the quarterback, the hiker runs the pattern and the ball is thrown.  Next, students form groups of three, run to one of eight patterns, and begin.  Students respond in a variety of ways.  Although some performed as requested, problems arise such as students not following the pattern, throwing the ball at odd times, using the same quarterback, not hiking the ball, throwing long bombs, and goofing around.  The student teacher moves quickly from group to group getting kids on task.  Two groups are put in time-out, one stating he is bored with the pattern.  

5. 10th Grade – Student teacher is talking with a couple students after they changed in the locker room and are waiting in the gym for activity to begin.  The group is discussing the previous day’s NFL scores.  Knowing which team the student teacher likes, one student states, “Your team (shakes head)…ah shit, I’d get a new team.”  Student teacher responds, “Yeah, they looked bad.  Watch your language.”  Student walks away.

6. 4th Grade – Students are practicing throwing at large spots on the wall.  After a few minutes of activity, the students teacher says, “If you think you’re successful, you can take a step back.”    

7. 9th Grade - Student teacher is having difficulty getting students to listen.  One student gets up without asking and goes to the bathroom.  While returning to his seat afterwards, he makes the rabbit ears symbol behind the student teachers head.  The class laughs and the student teacher, looking confused, begins teaching again.  
8. 4th Grade – The culminating activity ends and the student teacher tells students to return to their squads (narrow rows, one behind the other).  The student teacher announces a short quiz and the students become talkative.  The student teacher begins passing a box of pencils around and the students push and pull the box so that some spill.  During the exam, students are turning around, talking, and looking at one another’s papers.  The student teacher threatens to take away the quiz of anyone who talks.  A few students make noises or say words in a low voice but continue their quiz.  
9. 5th Grade – The students return to their squads after a warm-up activity.  The student teacher asks students to find their resting pulse rate.  Approximately four students cannot find their radial or carotid pulse and the student teachers walks around helping each student.  Meanwhile, the other students are talking but not off task.  Afterwards, students go to fitness stations in their squad group and rotate between different fitness stations the remainder of the period.  

10. 7th Grade – The student teacher is teaching juggling.  The student teacher has organized a series of excellent progressions.  Following instruction, students juggle one scarf for about one minute.  They stop and the student teacher explains how to juggle with two scarves.  Students juggle two scarves, then they stop and the student teacher explains some common mistakes.  Students continue to juggle two scarves; they stop and the student teacher explains how to juggle three scarves.  Next, the students juggle with three scarves.  The student teacher repeats these steps first with bean bags and then with rubber balls.  As the lesson progresses, students gradually become more off task.  Towards the end, students are openly talking and not listening during instruction from the student teacher.  

11. 9th Grade – The student teacher has finished the warm-up and is about to start a level 2 activity for badminton.  The student teacher instructs students to collect one birdie from the bucket and one racket from the bucket next to it.  Students are taking a long time to collect the equipment and are packed in tightly around the buckets.  One student who has collected his equipment jabs a friend in the stomach with the racket playfully.  The student responds by starting a game of slap boxing (you try and slap the face of your opponent).  Two others students join in.  
12. 9-10th Grade – During the closure, the student teacher asks students to arrange themselves in the corner of the gym nearest the exit door on either the sideline or baseline of the basketball court.  Some students pick soccer balls out of the bucket and begin playing with them; they are told to return them to the bucket and they comply.  A few students are mildly chatting among themselves during the student teacher’s closure; a couple students have their back to the student teacher, a couple students who did not participate are seated on the floor along the wall.  
13. 1st grade – A class using scoops and fleece balls has just concluded.  The student teacher has spread out four crates for students to return the equipment efficiently and safely.  The student teacher says, “When I say go, walk over, place your scoop and fleece ball in the appropriate crate, and line up at the door.”  When the student teachers says go, the students stand up and at first are walking but a few students start to run.  Shortly thereafter, most of the students are running and the result is an unruly mob of students putting equipment away.  The student teacher says, “What happened to walking; you were supposed to walk.” After helping students put the equipment away, they line up. 

14. 5th Grade – The student teacher has taught four previous lessons, each centered around a discrete soccer skill.  Lesson five is a game of sideline soccer with no goalies.  The students are numbered off (1-12) into two teams, each arranged on opposite sidelines and their respective endlines.  The student teachers calls off three numbers, those students from each team enter the field and begin playing.  Several problems develop: the students are not using the skills taught in the previous lesson, most students on the field are huddling around the ball, several low skill students are not engaging at all unless the ball practically hits them, if the ball goes out of bounds past the sideline students are having difficulty reentering it, and some students are off task.  Class stops frequently to call off new numbers, at this point the ST redirects students on several occasions.  During activity, the ST can frequently be heard reminding students to spread out.  The ST stated high activity time as a goal of the lesson although students were mostly waiting.  
15. 9th Grade – Students are participating in 4 on 4 modified volleyball games after an appropriate series of progressions.  Each side must contact the ball a minimum of two times prior to sending the ball over the net.  One student, who is regularly off-task, repeatedly hits the ball with an open hand (carry) and disregards several rules.  Another student is standing on the court but makes minimal effort to when the ball comes to her quadrant.  She normally lets the ball fall on the floor unless it is going to hit her.  The student teacher verbally redirects both students with prompts (“Put your two hands together,” and “Go after the ball.”).  However, these prompts produce little or no improvement in behavior and engagement.  
16. 11th Grade – Students are playing a game of soccer.  Approximately 10 students are sitting out in bleackers or are not prepared for class, some of which are clustered in a group.  They are talking amidst themselves for the first half of the period but later begin to distract those playing in the game.  Several players periodically stop participating and chat with the non-participating students.  Some students in the bleachers are listening to mp3 players.  The student teacher instructs students to reengage in the game which they do upon the second request.  However, a verbal dialogue continues between those playing and those in the bleachers.  

