Definition of Legal Terms
O&A

· Assumption of Risk – An affirmative defense in a negligence action; a person who voluntarily exposes him or herself to a known and obvious danger may not recover damages for the injury

· Civil Action – A lawsuit instituted to protect a private right, as contrasted with a criminal action that protects the rights of a state

· Comparative Negligence – The relative degree of negligence on the part of the plaintiff and defendant, with damages awarded on a basis proportionate to each person’s carelessness.

· Contributory Negligence – Conduct on the part of the plaintiff falling below the level required for the plaintiff’s personal protection.  It must contribute to the plaintiff’s injury.

· Defendant – The party against whom the lawsuit is brought.

· Duty – A legal obligation

· Immunity – Freedom from suit

· In Loco Parentis – Acting as a parent with respect to the care and supervision of a child

· Liability – A legal responsibility, duty or obligation (different from liable)

· Negligence – Conduct falling below the standard of care required of a reasonable and prudent person in relation to the protection of others.

· Malfeasance – In negligence law, it refers to the commission of an illegal act

· Misfeasance – The improper doing of an otherwise proper act; a negligent act.

· Nonfeasance – Failure to do what is required

· Plaintiff – Person who brings a legal action

· Proximate Cause – Something which produces a result, without which, the result could not have occurred. 

· Respondeat Superior – A legal rule that holds an employer liable for the negligent acts and actions of employees 

· Sovereign Immunity – A rule of law that a nation, state, or local unit of the government cannot be sued without its consent

· Tort – Civil wrongs (as opposed to criminal), not arising from a breach of a contract

· Vicarious Liability – Substituted or indirect responsibility for someone else’s actions arising out a legal responsibility 

· Waiver – An intentional release of a known legal right

