Legal Guidelines
Supervision:

1. Develop a comprehensive class, team, and locker-room rules and procedures and effectively communicate those to students and athletes.  Established clear rules relative to all equipment use.

2. Strictly and consistently enforces all establish class, team, and school rules.

3. Provides active supervision required within the scope of his/her employment whether in the gym, on the field, in the locker room, or in the hall.  The teacher is where he/she is assigned and on time.  Provides general as well as specific supervision.

4. Does not unnecessarily absent him/herself from classes or practice sessions.  Gives consideration to age and composition of the group, past experience with the group, the nature of the activity and equipped being used, and the reason and duration for any temporary absence before leaving the group for any reason.

5. Assigns only qualified personnel to conduct and supervise activities.

6. Does not allow students to engage in unreasonably dangerous activities.

7. Is aware of the health status of all students under his/her charge and provides modified activity or exclusion from activity where appropriate.

8. Carefully matches students and athletes in any activity involving potential contact, giving consideration to age, size, skill, and experience differences.

9. Keeps activities within the ability level of individual students.

10. Does not attempt to supervise more than one area at a time.

11. Refrains from all use of physical discipline and punishment, include the use of exercise as a punishment.

12. Immediately attends to dangerous situations.

Instruction Guidelines

1. Selects activities appropriate for the age of the student being instructed and is familiar with any existing district or state scope and sequence documents
2. Develops written unit plans for each unit of study or sport season to ensure that proper progressions and safety are built into each activity unit.

3. Develops daily written lesson plans that allow for adequate warm-up, instruction, and practice, with both classroom management and safety considerations included.

4. Gives proper instructions, for both skill and safety, that conform to recognized standards employed in the professional field.

5. Provides adequate instruction before requiring student or athlete participation in any activity, including verbal instructions as well as teacher and/or student demonstrations.

6. Analyzes his/her teaching or coaching methods not only for their effectiveness but also for their attention to student and athlete safety.

7. Provides adequate safety instructions prior to an activity.

8. Provides clear warnings to students and athletes as to the specific risks involved in any activity or in the use of equipment, facilities, or grounds.

9. Provides adequate and proper modifications to activity where appropriate, for special needs students or those returning from injuries or illness.

10. Avoids teaching to the masses and individualizes instruction wherever possible.

11. Teaches or coaches only those activities with which he/she is familiar and qualified to teach/coach.

12. Does not coerce students to perform.

13. Follows all guidelines related to the program that are set forth by the school, district, state or activity association.

14. Requires an adequate amount of practice before competition.

15. Does not attempt to instruct or supervise an excessive number of students or athletes, especially in activities involved elevated levels of risk.

16. Continues to upgrade both skill and knowledge through participation in workshops, continuing education, and other in-service opportunities.

Equipment, Grounds, & Facilities Guidelines

1. Does not allow students to use any equipment prior to receiving instruction on the safe use of that equipment.

2. Regularly inspects equipment, facilities, and grounds used by students.  Does quick visual check daily with a detailed inspection monthly.

3. Keeps all inspections reports on file.

4. Reports all hazardous facility or grounds conditions immediately and refrains from using hazardous areas until these conditions are remediated.

5. Does not use defective, overly worn, or broken equipment.

6. Refrains from using equipment for purposes other than those for which is was intended.

7. Provides all necessary safety equipment in those activities where appropriate such as soccer, hockey, softball, football, inline skating, rock climbing, and gymnastics

8. Purchases equipment of high quality; does not supply equipment that is dangerous for other than its intended use.

9. Does not modify factory-purchased equipment in a way that creates a danger
10. Properly secures and/or stores all equipment when not in use.  

11. Does not turn an otherwise safe facility into a dangerous one by improperly arranging equipment and materials for students or athlete use (i.e. placing equipment too close to walls, bleachers, or other obstructions or crowding)

12. Does not use common boundary lines but provides a buffer zone between all play and competition areas and between play areas and all obstructions

13. Follows all school and district rules and guidelines relative to equipment use

14. Instructs students and athletes to also check for common safety hazards involving equipment, facilities, and grounds.

15. Posts appropriate warnings and rules relative to equipment and facility use.

16. Disinfects all equipment and facility surfaces whenever exposure to possible blood-borne pathogens and other communicable diseases.
17. Exhibits cautions in the use of homemade equipment.

18. Keeps locker rooms clean and orderly.

Transportation Guidelines

1. Refrain from using anything besides district owned or authorized vehicles to transport athletes and students.

2. Never overload a vehicle past occupancy limits

3. Make sure each rider has a designated seat and uses a seat belt if one is provided.

4. Completes a visual check of a vehicle as well as a check of all lights, blinkers, tires, and wipers whenever a vehicle other than a school bus is used.  Does not use any vehicle that is not well maintained.

5. Immediately reports any maintenance or safety needs of any district vehicle

6. Carries a first aid kit

7. Never arranges for students or athletes to drive.  Parents must sign a release in order to transport their student home via a personal vehicle instead of a school one.  

8. Provides adequate supervision within the vehicle

