ELEMENTARY EDUCATION PROGRAM
The Bristol Public Schools are proud to offer our elementary grade students a comprehensive educational program building, in our students, a strong foundation in literacy, mathematics, science, social studies, physical education and the arts. Beginning with entry to school, our highly trained teachers focus on the development of each student's literacy skills, that is, the ability to read, write, listen, speak and view. Literacy development is the basis for all learning. The Bristol Public Schools is recognized as a leader in literacy development. The primary grade (K-3) teachers enable students to "learn to read". The intermediate grade (4-5) teachers further our students' literacy development as they "read to learn". To develop well-rounded, successful students, high quality instruction is provided in writing, mathematics, science, social studies, as well as the visual arts, music, instrumental music, and physical education. Character development is emphasized throughout our school programs as an additional means of assisting our students in becoming responsible citizens.
The students attending the Bristol Public Schools also benefit from a variety of innovative and special programs. Clarence A. Bingham School has been designated a H.O.T. (Higher Order Thinking) school by the Connecticut Commission on the Arts. This program immerses the arts throughout the curriculum. South Side School and Clara T. O'Connell School offer family support services through each school's Family Resource Center. After-school programs are available for families and students as a means of providing enrichment and tutoring programs for our students while meeting families day-care needs. Parental involvement is encouraged in each school through volunteer programs, the PTA/PTO organizations and activities and school functions such as picnics, literacy nights, math nights, open house, and parent-teacher conferences.
Teachers, as well as students, continue their professional growth and development through participation in district and state committees, attendance at professional meetings, presentation of and participation in teacher training programs, and enrollment in courses for additional degrees. We are proud of our talented and accomplished staff and the outstanding educational programs provided for our students.
MIDDLE SCHOOL EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS
Bristol's three middle schools each encompass grades six, seven, and eight. Students are organized in team arrangements whereby five teachers work closely with approximately 120 students to develop academic skills and build responsibility. In addition to a core curriculum, students experience an extensive exploratory unified arts program, including computer education, life skills, music, health, and physical education. A flex period is held for 35 minutes at the end of each day during which students select from a variety of enrichment opportunities and academic support. An extensive intramural and interscholastic program round out a middle school experience that strives to meet the unique needs of adolescent learners.

HIGH SCHOOL EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS
Bristol has two high schools, each housing approximately 1400 students. Both high schools have recently undergone multi-million dollar renovation projects that showcase state-of-the-art secondary education facilities. Close communication between the two high schools assures uniformity in program offerings. Among components of these programs are:
• Governance councils at each high school composed of teachers, students, 
  parents, and administrators are charged with making building level decisions on a 
  variety of issues.
• Small teams (70-90 students—4 teachers) in grade 9 to ensure smooth transition 
  from middle school.
• Creation of a core curriculum in grades 9 and 10.
• Identification of exit competencies that each student shall possess at graduation.
• A uniform attendance policy.
• Block scheduling in which each class meets for a period of 84 minutes every  
  other day.
• Offerings of 10 Advance Placement courses.
• A variety of extracurricular and community activities that provide opportunities for 
  students to interact with individuals from diverse racial, ethnic, and economic 
  backgrounds.
• Excellence in extracurricular areas, including many athletic championships and 
  recognition for music groups.
Both Bristol high schools use a variety of data to regularly review school mission statements and expectations for student learning to assure that they reflect student needs, community expectations, the district mission, and state standards for student performance.
